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PeaLu CXXXII. 17, 18. 


I have ordained @ Lamp for mine A- 
nointed : 

His Enemies will I clothe with Shame : but up- 
on himſelf ſhall his Crows flouriſh. 


T is evidently our Duty to obſerye the Conduct 
of Divine Providence in the Courſe of its Dea- 
lings with the Children of Men; and to take par- 
ticular Notice of its Soveveign Influence in ſuch 
Events as diſplay the glorious Perfections of the Deity, 
and are of the greateſt Importance to our ſelves, and 
to our People. A ſuitable Diſcharge of this Duty 

muſt afford the beſt Delights to a reaſonable and a reli- 
gious Mind; and will be follow'd with ſuch a Reward 
as is worthy the Gracious Gop who has aſſur d it, 
Theſe Things I have lately made the Subject of my, 
Diſcourſes to you, from thoſe Words of I 107. 45. Y 
the Pſalmiſt ; Whoſo u wiſe, and will ob- : 
ſerve theſe Things, even they ſhall underſtand the Loving. 
Kindneſs of the LORD: And from Je- Jonah 2. g. 
nah's Acknowledgment, that Salvation i: 
of the LORD. Now that which I propoſe at preſent, 
will ſerve for a more particular Application of what 
was then inſiſted on. 

I DOUBT not but the Words of the Text, and 
ſome other Paſſages of the Pſalm, have an * u/timate Re- 
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4 A Sermon upon Occafion of 
ference to the. MES SI A H, but in theic-primary Sig- 


it upon #hy Throne for evermore, And to the like Purpoſe 
Ee former Clauſe of the 1h Verſe : There (I. e. 


3 ij. e. a Succeſſor whoſe 
e ſo eminently Glorious, as to reflect a 


Did *: to 


lines in its Place. l 

HIS Enemies (ſays Gop) will I clothe with Shame, 
His Enemies ; the relative Pronoun may refer either tb 
David ; or to his Succeſſor, the Lamp that Gop had 


ordain d. David had many Enemies throughout the | 


Courſe of his Reign, and ſeverai of them diſcover'd 
their Enmity in oppoſing the Succeſſion which Gop 
had appointed, and which David fo bravely eſpougd 
and promoted. Or the Enemies of the Succeflor, 
which were ſuch as oppoſed his Acceflion to the 
Throne; particularly Adonijab, a vain Pretender to it, 
and all who adher'd to him : And it includes all who 
Mould afterwards endeavour toclog hisrighteous Admi- 
niſtration, or render his Crown uneaſy and burdenſom 
to him. Theſe (ſays Gop) will I clothe with Shame ; the 
Phraſe of Clothing in this Senſe, common amongſt the 


He- 
* 


H Majeſty's CoxonaTION. 
Bebrews, frequently occurs in Scripture Style. God's 


clorbing with Shame, plainly imports that he would re- 
duce them to. the utmoſt Ignominy, Confuſion and 


Scorn. It follows, 


- BU T 'upon' himſelf ſhall bis Crown flouriſh, q. d. The 


Regal Dignity ſhall be very Illuſtrious and Splendid, 


and the Government ſignally proſper under the Admi- | 


niftration, either of David, during his Life; or of his 


Succeſſor, when David ſhall be gather'd to his Fathers; | | 
And now I cannot forbear to repeat the Paraphraſe of 


Biſhop Patrick upon this laſt Verſe. Whoſcever they be 
(fays chat Learned Prelate) that go about to deſtroy this 
Succeſſion, they ſhall be ſo miſerably defeated, that they ſhall 
not be able to ſhew their Faces; while with Shame and Con- 
fuſion, they behold the Regal Dignity in bis Family (notwith- 
ſtanding all ti Attempts againſt it) in an wnfading 
Glovy. * | 


- THE Text then may lead us into the Conſiderati- 


on of the following Obſervations, which I propoſe to 
conſider and improve upon this Occaſion. 


I. GOD does ſometimes more eminently over-rule 
and determine the Succeſſion to Regal Dignity. 
I have ordained a Lamp for mine Anointed, 

II. APERSON whom Gov has eminently deſign'd 
andadvanc'd to the Regal Dignity, may reaſona- 
bly expect that Divine Providence will make his 
Crown to flouriſh, Upon bimſelf ſhall bis Crown 
flouriſh. 

III. ALL who have been Enemies to the Succeſſion, 
and continue to be ſo to the Government, of ſuch, 


have nothing to expect but Shame and Confuſion. 
His Enemies will I clothe with Shame. 


§ 1. ISAY, Gop does ſometimes more eminently 
over-rule and determine the Succeſſion to Regal 
Dignity. 


THE 
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THE Providence of Gop extends it ſelf to all the 
Affairs of this lower World; His Kingdom ruleth over 
all: Inſomuch that there is not a Sparrow falls to the 
Ground without our Heavenly Father, and He num- 


bers the very Hairs of our Heads. And we are parti- 


cularly aſſur'd of the Agency or Influence of God in 
thoſe great EWEnts that reſpect Kingdoms and States; 
For Promotion, nor Depreſſion, come neither from the Eaſt, 
nor from the Weſt, nor from the South; but GOD is the 
Fudge ; He putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. But in 
ſome Inſtances of this ſort we behold the more bright 
and eminent Proofs and Signatures of the Perfections 
and the Agency of Gop, of which we are conſtrain- 
ed to ſay, That they are the LOR D's Doings, and are 
marvellows in our Eyes, In the Matters of Civil Govern- 
ment, Gop having appointed that inthe general, has 
left the particular Form of it, and theWerſons of Gover= 
ours, to the Choice of the People who are to be under 
them ; and yet we may ſometimes plainly diſcern .the 
ſpecial Concern his Providence has had in directing 
and wiſely diſpoſing the Peoplg's Choice. Nothing is 
more evident than that Government is agreeable to the 
Will of Gop, and appointed by Him. Nature it ſelf 
will ſuggeſt this; when it appears ſo neceſſary for the 
ſecuring the Peace and Welfare of the World, while 
without it there can be no regular Communities, but 


every Place would be fill'd with Irregularities and Con- 


fuſions of every fort. And the Will of Gov, in rela- 
tion to this, is very expreſs and plain in his Word, 
16. Where we are told, that by Him Kings 

reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice. By Him 
Princes rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the Earth: 
Rom. 13. beg, And where Soul is commanded to 
be ſubject to the higher Powers; becauſe 
there is no Power but of GOD, and the Powers that 
be are ordain'd of GO D; and the Magiſtrate is His 
Miniſter for Good: That whoſoever, therefore, reſiſteth the 
Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of GOD. But yet _ 
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His Majefly's CoxonaTron. 7 
has left it to every Nation and People, as their Fun- 
damental Right, to be govern'd in ſuch a manner, by 
ſuch Perſons, and ſuch Laws (provided they be not in- 
conſiſtent with his own) as they may judge to be beſt 
for them in their particular Circumſtances. It's true, 
indeed, that amongſt the Fews, the Form of Govern- 
ment, and the Perſons of their Governours, were for 


ſome time determin'd by the expreſs Appointment and 


Deſignation of God : But then there were ſpecial Rea- 
ſons for this, as they were under an immediate Tbeo- 
cracy, and Gop was their ſupreme Ruler in a manner 
peculiar to themſelves. When they choſe to be under 
the Government of Kings, Gov himſelf did at firſt de- 
ſign and nominate the Perſons who were to reign over 
them : He pointed out Saul, and David, and Solomon, 
to which laſt thè Text refers. But now every Nation 
and People are free, by Gop's Allowance, to prefer 
that Species of Government that ſuics beſt with their 
Temper and Genius. No Natural Law directs to any 
one particular Form all Nations, or obliges any 
Nation conſtantly to retain the ſame Form : nor have 
they any particular Inſtructions for this in the Di- 
vine Revelation : But may chooſe and alter as Need 
ſhall require, and Publick Wiſdom direct: And a ſuffi- 
cient Authority is lodg'd in the Legiſlature for ſuch a 
Purpoſe as this. Upon theſe Accounts it is, that St. Pe- 
ter terms any particular Form, an Ordi- 
nance of Man, or an Human Creature, as his 
* Phraſe is. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, 
for the LOR D's ſake; i. & Be in Subjection to that 
particular Form of Civil Government you live under, 
which being of Human Determination, and eſtabliſh'd 
by the Community, in purſuance of God's Inſtitution 
of Government in general, is an Ordinance of Man. As 
for the Perſons of Governours, no Man, or Number 
of Men, have a Natural Right to the Rectoral Power; 
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4 Sermon upon Occaſion f 
NNMaaſen ſuggeſts nothing like this : And Gop has no f| © 
It where deſign d the Men in the ſacred Revelation of his * 
Will, but has left every Community to determine w F 
il whom they ſhall entruſt the Ruling Authority. ul 
i for the Right which has been wont to be claim d by P 
is Virtue of Primogeniture, and has been aſſerted to te 
1 abſolutely indefeaſible, we find that Gop himſelf di tk 
It not pleaſe to regard it, when He preferr'd' Jacob to E- Je 
it ſas, Judab to Reuben; Saul, who deſcended from Ber dr 
[ famin, the youngeſt of Jacob's Sons; and David and ni 
Solomon, to others their Brethren ſuperiourin Age. And dc 


tho it became a Cuſtom amongſt the Fews, and has: 
been ſo in other Governments, to prefer the elde 
Branch, or the next in Blood, in ordinary Caſes; yet this th 
was far from inferring an Obligation to do fo, when | 
there might be great and urgent Cauſe to deviate from lat 
the more general Uſage; which the ſacred Hiſtory in- G 
forms us the Fews ſometime did, and authentick Story 
+ relates that other Nations have frequently done ſo. |; 
BUT having premis'd thegghings, it is Time I re- 
turn; and therefore, tho* GoB who has appointed Gp- 
vernment in general, has left the particular Form, and 
the Choice of their Governours, to the Determination 
of the Penple, whoare to be under them ;- yet in thoſe 
Places where they haye preferr'd the . Monarchical 
Form, as certainly beſt for them, Gop has ſometimes 
in a more eminent and remarkable manner, over-rul'd 
and determin'd the Succeflion to the Regal Dignity. 
= wiſe and ſovereign Providence has had a gracious 
fluence upon the Choice of the People, and order'd 
their Circumftances fo as to lead them into it; in 
which Caſes He has i truly (tho' in a different Man- 
ner) determin'd the Succeflion, as in that ta which 
the Words of the Text refer, ¶ I bave ordain d 6 Lamp for 
mine Anointed} and from which Inſtances we may have 
the true and cleareft Idea of the Governour's Nivins 
Reigbt to his Rectoral Power, and to the Throne. I might tho 
now offer ſome memorable Inſtances for the RB on 
o . a . O 
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cc. and ſo excluded the abdicating King from any F 


His Majeſtys CoxonaTION. 9 
of this Truth, both from Divine and Other Hiftories, 
wherein there has been a wonderful Concurrence 
Providences ſerving to point out the Succeſſor to Go- 
vernment, and to diſpoſe and influence the Choice of the 
People accordingly: But the Time will not permit me 
to inſiſt on theſe; and indeed my Deſign was to illuſtrate 
the Truth in Hand from that which occaſions ſo much 
Joy to our own Lands at preſent, and to obſerve the Con- 
duct of Gov in fo eminently over- ruling and determi- 
ning the Succeſſion to the Royal Dignity in theſe King- 
doms, in the Perſon of our preſent Corereign King 
G EO RG E, and in his Serene and Illuſtrious Houſe. 
IN Purſuance of this Deſigh I ſhall obſerye to you 
the following Particulars. 

Firſt, THAT Gop over-rul'd the Abdication of the 
late unhappy King James, and his Excluſion from the 
Government, as a conſiderable Step towards this. 

YOU all know, that upon K. Fames's endeavouring 
to ſubvert and extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Laws and Liberties of theſe Kingdoms, in ſuch a 
manner as our Hiſtories felate at large, (and even ſome 
Acts of Parliament) his guilty Mind was ſo appre- 
henſive of the Judgments of God, which his Crimes had 
deſerv'd, that he abdicated the Government, atid left 
the Throne vacant : Wherenpon the Reprefentativeso 
the Nation legally aſſembled, declared the Prince an 
Princeſs of Orange, King and Queen of theſe Realms, 


farther Exerciſe of the Regal Authority; and Provi- 
dence always oppoſed his Attempts to return and aſſume 
it again, Now if he had continued to poſſeſs the 
Throne, or ſucceeded in his Efforts to recover it, it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that ever we ſhould have ſeen the 
han Times which (thro' the Goodneſs of Gop) we 
no oy; or that his 4 Majefty, or any Fra-... 
teſtam Prince had ſucceeded here in che Sovereign Au- 
thority: Care was taken to prevent this by impoſing 
on the Nation a Pretended Prince of Wales; for there 4 
was all manner of preſumptive Reaſon at leaft, to _ 

| | B cluds . 


Iſſue there, on the Heirs of the Body of the late 
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clade it a ſpurious Birth. The main Deſign in . this 


Impoſture was to fecure and eſtabliſh the Popiſh Reli- 


gion, and Arbitrary Power ; for which Purpoſe the Im- 
oftor was to be educatedin the Principles of that curſed 
eligion, and the Maxims of Deſpotick Government : 
And while this Deſign was notorious, and his Education 
has finiſh'd him for it, it is not material to us from whence 
he ſprung, but obliges us the more to admire the Con- 


duct of Go, in driving him and his pretended Father 
hence, and in baffling all the Attempts of both to u- 


ſurp a Dominion over us. Had they continued here, 
or forc'd a Return, we have Reaſon to conclude, that 
by the Aſſiſtance of France and Rome, and with the Ad- 
vice of Feſuits, and ſuch like Counſellors, they would 
have ſecur d a Popiſh Succeſſion in caſe that King and his 
pretended Son ſhould have fail'd of further Iflue. 
Secondly, PROVIDENCE clear'd the Way for King 


GroROEꝰs Acceſſion to the Crown by the Deaths of a 


great many Princes, and the Failure of Iſſue from ſe- 
veral of them. 
SUFFICIENT Reaſons have induc'd theſe Nations 
to prefer the next in Blood, upon the Death of the So- 
vereign Prince ; tho' they do not underſtand that ſuch 
have an unalterable, indefeaſible, and (according to 
the Senſe in which that Phraſe has been uſed by many) 
a Divine Right: But had there been a Proteſtant Heir 


' nearer in Blood, there is no Room to doubt but he had 
ſucceeded. After K. Fames's Abdication, the Crown 
was ſettled by Law in the following Manner; firſt up- 


on that excellent Prince and Princeſs WILLIAM and 
Ma xy, during their Joint Lives, and upon the Survi- 
vor of them; after their Deceaſe, upon the Heirs of 
the Body of Queen Mary, and for Default of ſuch Iſ- 
ſue on the Princeſs Anxz of Denmagk, our late $:: 


reign, and the Heirs of her Body; and for FailWof 
ing 
William, and afterwards on the Illuſtrious Houſe of 
Hanover. Now it has pleaſed Gop to promote the 
King's Succeſſion, by removing firſt that ier 


His Majeſty's Co RONATION. II 
ble Princeſs: Queen Max Y; And ſometime after her, 
her Ro YAL Consokrt, who both died without Iſſue: 
Since that, the Princels So pH, Electreſs Dowager of 
Hanover, his Majeſty's Mother; and more lately Q. 
ANNE, after the had ſurvived al her Children, tho 
they were not a few; and particularly his Highneſs che 
Duxz of GloucksrER, who had advanc'd ſo far in 
Age and Underſtanding,, as to raiſe the ExpeRations 
and Hopes ot thele Kingdoms concerning him. Now 
in this Pact of his Conduct the Great Gov has diſco- 
ver'd himſelt to be the dovereign Ruler and Judges tho 

utteth down one, and jeiteth up another, © 
Thirdly, LET us take Notice ol Gop's putting at in- 
to the Heart of the Bieſſed Kivg Witirxw, and diſpo- 
ſing the Nation to concur, to lettle the Succeſſion in 
this Iliuſtrious Houle, 1. 7511 nn 
THE much lamented Death of his Queen, and of 
that young Prince the Duke of Glouceſter after; made 
him apprehenſive of the Danger there might be of the 
Return of Popery, and Arbitrary Power, it timely 
Proviſion were not made to prevent it. No one could 
be more duly tenlible than he, of the deplorable State 
to which his beloved Kingdoms muſt be reduced, if 


ever ctheſe prevail d again: 1 his prompred him to make 


it his Study and Care, and to ſpend the laſt Remains 
of his important Lite in ſecuring our Holy Religion, 
and our Civil Rights and Liberties to us, and (if poſſi- 
ble) to our lateſt Poſterity. Accordingly he deter- 
min'd in himſelf, that the Settling the Crown in the 
Family of Hanover was the beſt Expedient for the 
effecting ſo great a Deſign. This therefore he moved 
ac firſt in Council, and arterwards made it the principal 
Part of an excellent Speech to the Parliament; which 
proyed fo agreeable to them, that ſeveral Retolutions 
were made in favour of what the King had propoſed, 
without any Oppoſition; and in a little while, the 
Succeſſion was ſettled by Law: For which we have ſo 
much Reaſon to bleis and magnify Gop; and fo much 
the more for what we have known to ve occurr'd in the 
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pace of a few preceeding Years. This was the inva- 


luable Legacy that dying Prince bequeath'd to the Na- 
tion, and this alone is enough to render his Memory 
exceedingly precious to every Briton, who values (as 
he ought) his Religion and Liberties, and is concern'd 
for Poſterity. Thoſe implacable Enemies of Britain, 
whoſe profane Mouths have pronounced it à curſed Le- 
gacy, plainly ſignify in what a miſerable Condition 
they wiſh to ſee theſe happy Lands. The Providence 
of Gop was the more remarkable in prolonging the 
Days of that Great Man, till this Affair was accom- 
pliſh'd : When that was done, he readily reſign'd his 
Life; for when he had ask*d whether be could do any thing 
more for the Intereſt of theſe Nations, and was told No, 
he laid himſelf down and died. 

Feurthly, WE may further obſerve, that while there 
are ſo many Popiſh Claimants, whoſe pretended Right 


by: Boddis prior to that of His Majeſty's, his being 


the firſt Proreſt ant Family, diſpoſed the Nations to chooſe 
it to Rule Over them. | 

| GOD had fo order d it, that in the Midſt of many 
Temptations, and in the Neighbourhood of ſo many Po- 
tontates, Votaries of the Popiſh Religion, the Family of 
Hanaver ſhould notwithſtanding be Proteſtant : By this 
they. were qualified to ſucceed to this Imperial Crown, 
and this diſpoſed the Brit iſo People to invite them to ac- 
cept of it. How great is the Number of Popiſh Clai- 


mants ? The Dutcheſs of Savoy was next of the Royal 


Blood, and her Sons after her. Then the preſent Dau- 
phiy of France; after him the Heirs of the late Queen of 
Spain; and in Default of them the Duke of Orleans, and 


his Heirs ; and moſt of the other Princes of the Blood of 


France; all Papiſts, and for that Reaſon excluded by the 
Act of Settlement. And no wonder theſe Nations ſhould 
be fo careful to prevent a Prince of that Religion from 
ſucceeding, when they have been taught by ſad and 
direful Experience, what they are to expect from ſuch 


an one, and his Government, even the uttermoſt Dan- 
115 | ger 
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His Majeſty's CoxoxaTIONn. 13 
ger to their Religion, their Liberties and their Lives. 
He muſt be falſe to his own Religion, if he fail in En- 
deavours (ſometimes) the moſt cruel and barbarous to 


ſubject them to the Antichriſtian Uſurper, or to cut off and 


deſtroy the more obſtinate Hereticks. If he neglect 
this, the Lateran Council has already condemn'd him, not 
only to be excommunicated, but depos'd from his Re- 
gal Authority: As it enjoins every Catholick to endea-. 
your to extirpate Hereticks, ſicut reputari cupiunt & babers 
fideles, as ever they would be reputed faithful. Nor can 
the moſt ſolemn Engagements and Promiſes ſecure a Pro- 
teſtant People from the Inſults and Oppreſſions of ſuch a 
Prince, if once he carry his Point, and gain an Advan- 
tage againſt them. He is like to have greater regard to 
that Maxim of his Church, that no Faith s to be kept with 
Hereticks, than to all his folemn Engagements and Oaths. 
The perfidious Behaviour of bloody Q. Mary towards the 
Suffolk Proteſtants, who were ſo forward to aſſiſt and pro- 
claim her, is a ſad, but flagrant Inſtance of this. Now 
v hile for ſo good Reaſons as theſe, the Britiſh People took 
Care to exclude every Popiſh Succeſſor, Gop had pre- 
pared. his Majeſty's Way, by diſpoſing him and his Fami- 
ly, long before, to embrace the Religion of Proteſtants. 

Fifthly, LET us again conſider the Influence of Provi- 
dence, diſpoſing our late Sovereign Queen Ax xx, to 
concur with her Parliaments, in advancing ſo much, and 
for ſo long a time, towards the Strengthening thiq - 
ce ſſion, till at laſt it was out of the Power of any Mor- 
tal to prevent it. | 

IN the firſt Year of her Reign ſhe gave her Royal Aſ- 
ſent to an AR, part of the Title of which was, An Act 


— for the further Security of her Majeſty's Perſon, and 


the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, and for ex- 
tinguiſhing the Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales, and al 
other Pretenders. In her 4th and 5th Year another paſt 
with this Title, An A# for the better ſecuring her Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, and of the Succeſſion to the Crown of 
England in the Proteſtant Line; which added conſidera- 


ble Advantages to that Succeſſion. Then the Act oy the 
- Nl- 
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Union of the two Kingdoms, and one after that in her 
Majeſty's 6th Year, being, An Act for the Security of her 
Majeſty's Perſun and Government, and of the Succeſſion to the 
Crown of GREAT BRITAIN in the Proteſtant Line.] ſo par- 
ticularly mention theſe things, becauſe they diſcover 


ſuch an Influence of Providence, as we ought not to o- 


verlook: For if any had it in their Inclination, who might 
in Time have had Power to defeat this Succeſſion, it 
was favouc'd ſo long, and had receiv'd ſuch additional 
Securities, that at the Queen's Demiſe their Hands could 
not perform their Enterpriſe : Whereas, had the Securities 
been ſlacken'd, and ſuch Enemies been further advanc'd 
in their Deſign, they might have been ready to've ac- 

compliſh'd it at the Critical Seaſon. I proceed, 
Sixthly, TO take Notice of what Reaſon there may 
be to aſcribe it to Gop, that the King and his Family 
were diſpoſed to accept of this Succeſſion. | 
IT's true, indeed, we can ſcarce ſuppoſe a Mortal 
Man advanced to higher Degrees of Honour, or in more 
happy Circumſtances, with reſpe& to the preſent World, 
than the KING of GRRAT Britain and INLAND: But 
then the Cares that attend a Crown, bear full Proportion 
to the Glories that adorn it. And Hiſtories inform us 
of ſome, who, for that, or other Reaſons, have declined 
a Crown; and of others who have been glad to with- 
draw themſelves from it, when once they have felt the 
W&Eht of it. Some ſupine and indolent Perſons would 
refer their own Retirement and Eaſe to that Sphere of 
extenſive Service, and all thoſe bright and ſhining Ho- 
nours that are to be attended with ſuch a Publick Spirit, 
with ſuch a Care for the Intereſts of Subjects, for the 
Good of Mankind, and with ſo much Attention and In- 
duſtry. His Majeſty's kind Diſpoſitions in this Reſpect 
are the more regardable, becauſe He was à Sovereign 
Prince before, and poſſeſt of all that Honour and Plen- 
ty, and Love of his Subjects (and this in his Native 
Land) that may render a Prince as happy as the World 
can make him ; from whence we have Reaſon to con- 
clude, that a generous Ambition to ſerve the * 
0 


a * 
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of Europe, and to find himſelf in a greater Capacity to 
honour his Maker, and do Good to the World, drew 
him from his Native Home, and over came the natural 
Reluctancy to bid it farewel. But in the 

Seventh and Laſt Place, IT's fit we take Notice of 
the Hand of Gop in conducting his Majeſty ſo ſeaſon- 
ably, and with ſo much Safety to his Throne, after ſo 
many Fears in the Breaſts of his Friends, occaſion'd by 
the inſolent Behaviour of the Enemies of him and his 
Family. | 

HOW many adher'd to the Intereſts of the attainted 
Pretender, educated in the Popiſh Religion, and tho- 
roughly inſtructed in all the Arts of Arbitrary Govern- 
ment and Tyranny ? Theſe ſeem'd fluſh'd with Expecta- 
tions and Hopes, that what they were looking for was 
near its Accompliſhment, and a roo viſible Concurrence 
of Circumſtances animated their Expectations. Some 
Great and Brave Men, whom no one queſtion'd co be 
Enemies to the Pretender, and hearty Friends to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, were loaded with Scandal and 
Reproach ; and made to ſuffer what Ingraticude, Envy 
and Malice, would invent; and that not only from the 
infamous Detractors of low Degree, but from others in 
higher Stations. Our High and faithſul Allies, who 
were Guarantees for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, were 
ſtrangely affronted, and treated with the greateſt Con- 
tempt, by Multitudes amongſt us; whilſt the Emiſſa- 
ries of France and Rome, and the Pretender, were freely 
admitted into the Queen's Dominions, and much ca- 
reſſed by many: And They aſſiſted, no doubt, to the 
Fomenting the Heats and Diviſions that were riſen to 
ſuch a Degree amongſt us, and threatned our being 
deſtroy'd one of another. How many. dared to aſſert 
the Pretender's Right, (as they call'd it) and publickly 
drank his Health, under the Title of King, with the 
greateſt Impudence, and yet with Impunity. The No- 
tions of Hereditary aud Indefeaſible Right, were induſtri- 
ouſly ſpread, in plain Oppoſition to his Majeity's Par- 
liamentary Title; and amongſt a great many ns 

thin g 
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things, as bare-fac'd as that, we were expreſly told, 
that * Hereditary Right, and the Natural Allegiance due to 
, 1 ſtubborn thing, that will not bend even to an Att of 
Parliament, Several Addreſſes to the Queen, omitting 
to mention the Houſe of Hanover, and ſome aſſertin 
fole Hereditary Right, gave occaſion to many to tal 
at random about the Succeſſion. The Memory of our 
Glorious King WII II Au, and the wonderful Ravo- 
LUTION, for which we are ſo much indebted to him 
under Gop, were reflected on with the greateſt Indig- 
— and the vileſt Contempt. And thoſe who appear d 
in Defence of theſe, and the Principles to which we 
owe them, were blacken'd and abuſed, as far as it was 
in the Power of not a few of the worſt of Men; and 
ſome of them more than once expos'd to the Fury of 
an outragious Mob, ignorant of the Reaſons why they 
inſulted chem : But it was not the leaſt of the Calami- 
ties of thoſe Times, that Multitudes were ſeized with a 
fatal Stapiditiy, while others affected a ſtrange Inadver- 
rence to theſe Things: And this when Preparations 
were actually making to aſſiſt the Pretender; and many 
were known to he inliſted for his Service: But the Re- 
ports of that were turned into Ridicule ; and they who 
were Eye-witnefſes to it, given to underſtand that they 
ought not to believe it. The Queen of GR RAT BRi- 
TAIN Was forced to f complain, that a petty Prince 
[the Duke of Lorrain] refuſed to comply with her re- 
peated Inſtances to remove the Pretender out of his Do- 
minions, tho' they were urged, at the frequent Inſtan- 
ces of this great People: But we know the powerful 
Protector and Patron of the Impoſtor had recover'd him - 
ſelf, and rege wed his Strength, after he had acknow- 
ledged in a tranſport of Joy, That in à manner he owed 
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* The Good Old Cauſe, P. 35. 20 

7 Notwithſtanding we have ſince inſiſted upon, and renewed our In- emit 
Lancet, in the moſt preſſing manner, for that purpoſe [viz. the ſpeedy . 

' Removing the Pretender out of Lotrain] our Endeavours have not | — 
proved effeftual, but he ftill continues, and is entertained there. 
Queen's Proclamation. June 21, 1714. 
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d, | bis Crown to the Suſpenſion of Arms between bim and Great 
to Britain. Nor can we omit to obſerve, how ſevere, how 
of | undeſerved and heavy a Yoke was laid on the Proteſt ant 
ng | Diſſenters, who ſo ſtedfaſtly adhered to the Intereſts of 
n the Succeſſion: And this extended to Perſons of their 
1] Perſwaſion in Ireland too, where there are at leaſt Eight 
ur Papiſts to one Proteſtant (including all Denominations) 
o- as appear'd by a Computation allowed in the Houſe of 
im {| Commons there: And notwithſtanding their early Zeal 
ig- | in the Defence of the Proteſtant Intereſt, and gheir con- 
rd | ſtantand firm Adherence to the Succeſſion of the Crown 
we as Eſtabliſh'd by Law, were ſo conſpicuous, that his Ma- 
vas || jeſty, ſince his Acceffion to the Throne, has been pleas d 
to make particular * mention of them. Together with 
of || theſe Things we may alſo remember the Diſcouragements' 
1ey || that were laid in the Way of his Highneſs, now the 
mi- | Pxrxnen of Wares, to prevent his coming hither, after 
ha Þ it had been moved by the Chief Miniſterof the Elector here. 
er- I HAVE put you upon recollecting theſe Things, chat 
ons || you may take the more particular Notice of the, Hand of 
any Go in conducting his Majeſty ſo ſeaſonably, and with 
Re- | ſo much Safety to the Throne, after ſo many Fears con- 
vho || ceived by his Friends, occafion'd by ſuch Things as have 
hey || now been recited to you. And by this Time I hope I 
i- have ſufficiently prov'd, and illuſtrated the Truth that 
ince was under Conſideration, viz. That God does ſometimes 
r re- | more eminently over-rule, and determine the Succeffion 
Do- | to Regal Dignity. All the Particulars I have inſiſted on, 
_ =_ to evince this in the Caſe of our preſent Sovereign. 
Jy ne; . I 
im- IT's Time I paſs on to what T'obſerv'd in the Second 
ow- | Place, and which more eſpecially led my Thoughts to 
owed | the Subject, as peculiarly ſeaſonable at this Time, viz. 


II. A PERSON deſign'd and advanc'd by Gov, in an 
eminent manner, to Regal Dignity, may reaſonably ex- 


— — 2 


* The King's Anſwer to the Addreſſes of the Proteſtant Diſenting Mi- 
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pect that Divine Providence will make his Crown: to 
Flouriſn. Upon himſelf (ſays Gov) ſhall ' bis Crown 


ouri(h. 


THAT eminent and remarkable Manner, in which 

. Gop adyances him to it, affards abundant Reaſon for 
ſuch Expectations: For that part of the Conduct af Gov | * 
does plainly preſage, that there are ſome great and wor- 
thy D 1 5 of Providence to be ſubſerved hy ſuch an one 
as bis Inſtrument; and it diſcovers ſuch a ſpecial regard 
to the Pegſon whom He has diſtingyiſh'd for that Pur · 
6, as y juſtly e e his Expectations and Hopes. 

o ars to ſuppoſe indeed, that ſuch an one continue ſaith- 
ful to Gop, and his Intereſts; and act the Part of his 
iniſter for — *Tis plain that Gop deſign'd this 
nderſtaod, when he made this Promiſe to David, 

terence to Solomon his Son: For, when Solomon hrov d 


5 
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* ſuch Conditions as theſe. That when it has been ocher- 
wiſe.with a good Prince, whom Gop has romar 
uae 


, that 
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Gov to Royal Dignity, and continuing faithful ro Him, 
-may reaſonably expect that Divine Providence will make 
his Crown a flouriſhing one, when it is beſt, (all Things 
conſider d) that it ſhould be ſo. | | 
THE Expreſſion in the Text is Figurative, but a few 
Things will ſerve to explain it to us. | 
WE are by no means to underſtand by it, as if he ſhould 
wear his Crown free from all manner of Care and Trou- 
ble. The moſt exalted Mortals are liable to many Infir- 
mities and Sufferings, that are common to them with the 
meaneſt of their Subjects: They are not excuſed from 
Sickneſs and Pains, from Cares and Fatigues; but often- 
times have a greater ſhare of theſe, than Perſons below 
them. Nay, there are ſome Burdens and Cares that ne- 
ceſlarily attend a Crown. Important Affairs lye frequent- 
ly on the Hands and the Hearts of Princes. He to whom 
it belongs to determine in weighty, and ſometimes in dark 
and intricate Caſes, will find himſelf preſs'd with much So- 
licitude, and often reduced to afflictive Difficulties. Theſe, 
and other Things, needleſs ro mention, make it appear 
that crowned Heads are not exempred from Trouble; 
BU theCrown's Flouriſhing may importſuch Things 
as theſe. 
Firf, THAT it ſhall be maintain'd on his Head, in 
ſpight of all the Malice and Oppoſition of Enemies. 
IIS not ſtrange that the beſt of Princes have always 
had Enemies, while their State and Grandeur, and all 
their excelling Advantages, are apt to awaken the Envy 
of many : And while their good and worthy Deeds, that 
recommend them to the Eſteem of all the Lovers of Vir- 
tue, draw on them the Odium of ſuch as delight in no- 
thing but Miſchief and Vice. The different Intereſts, 
and the different Aims of Princes, frequently renderthem 
Enemies toeach other. The unrighteous Encroachments, 
and the ambicious Aſpirings of ſome neighbouring Poten- 
tates, may oblige a good Prince to oppoſe their Deſigns, 
and fo to incur their Enmity. Some may maintain unrea- 
ſonable Pretenſions to the Crown that he wears, and for 


that profeſs themſelves Enemies. Now all theſe would 


oy * 
* 
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I'k of Trade, and ocher important Advantages to his People, 
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willingly rend the Crown from his Head, and are ceady 

to improve every Opportunity that they may think fa« 

vourable to an Attempt to do it. Thus we may well re- 

member it was in the Days of the great King WII IIA, 

whom Gop ſo remarkably rais'd to the Throne. What 

vile Attempts were made by the moſt bloody and odious 

Aſſaſſins at Home; and what unrighteous Efforts in the 

High Places of the Field, to tare the Crown from off his 

Head? which Gop maintain'd there in ſpight of all his 
Oppoſers, ſometimes by ſurprizing Diſcoveries of the 
moſt villanous Deſigns againſt him; till at length he dy'd 

poſſeſs d of all his Royal Honours, and his End was Peace. 
The like we have reaſon to hope for on the behalf of our 
. preſent Sovereign, . i A M9 

. Secondly, HIS Crown ſhall flouriſh, i. e. new Additions 
* of Glory ſhall be made to-it, during the Time that he 
wears It. | 12 

' THE Favour of Gop to a Righteous Prince whom He 
has ſignally own'd, is like to ſecure him of ſuch Advan- 
tages, as will bring a new Luſtre to his Crown. He may 
expect that the Viſ dom of Gop will conduct and lead him; 
and under the Guidance of Infinite Wiſdom, he'll Act 
and Govern in ſuch a manner as will be glorious to him- 
ſelf, and to the Crown he wears. He may expect that 
Gop will infpire him with Courage, either for the facing 
of Enemies Abroad, if any ſhould dare to appear in the 
Field againſt him ; or, for the managing reſtleſs and un- 
reaſonable Subjects at Home, if they will behave them- 
ſelves proudly. He can make him Victorious if the Ini- 
quity of his Neighbours ſhould call him forth ta War, and 
by this means render the Crown more ſplendid: As her 
lat» Majeſty's was for ſeveral Years, by the ſurprizing 
Victories ſhe conſtantly gain'd, under the Conduct of her 
Brave and ſucceſsful General, the Duke of Marr B0- 
ROUGH. Did ever the Crown ſhine with ſo many Glo- 
ries before? Or, if his Gov ſee fit to bleſs him with 
Peace, he may expect Inſtruction from Heaven to culti- 
vate that for the Intereſts of Religion, the Improvement 
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that will further recommend him for a Pious; a Wiſe, and 


a Great Prince, and rendes him, and his Subjects yet 


more happy in higher Degrees of mutual Affection and 
Love; till at length, when he comes to reſign the Crown, 


in exchange ſor a better in Heaven, he ſhall leave it with 


vaſt Improvements of Glory to the Royal Succeſſor. 
1 DID intend to have added a third Thing _— 
the Phraſe, viz. That the Government ſhall proſper un- 
But that is included in 
what I have ſaid before. I Mſten therefore to the Third 
and laſt Thing I obſerv'd from the Text, viz. 


III. THAT all-who have been Enemies to the Succeſ- 


ſion, and continue ſo, to the Government of ſuch, have 


nothing to expect but Shame and Confuſion, I have or- 
dained a Lamp for mine Anointed, his Enemies will I clothe 
with Shame, but upon himſelf ſhall his Crown flouriſh, | 


_ YOU have juſt heard, that the beſt of Princes have 


Hell, and ſuch Monſters as Devils incarnate, the moſt 


4miable Qualities, the moſt generous and Gop-like De- 


ſigns and Actions, will awaken an Enmity againſt: the 
Virtuous and Good. That his preſent Majeſty has many 
Enemies, and ſome who were more eminently ſo to his 


Succeſſion and Government here, has been very notori- 


ous. Perhaps the wondrous Works of Gon on his be- 
half, and that amazing Concurrence of Providences, by 
which he has been ſo ſeaſonably placed on the Throne, 


may ſerve to aſſwage the Malice of ſome, to bring them 


to Conſideration, and to Repentance. This we heartily 
wiſh and pray for, and together with this, inſtead of 
Shame,” (any other than that which attends a genuine 
Repentance for ſuch Crimes) we wiſh them all the Re- 
ſpect and Honour, that Men and Chriſtians, and Gop 


Himſelf, have been wont to allow to ſuch as are truly and 


thoroughly penitent. But as for thole who continue 


Enemies, they may expect to be clothed with Shame : 
Either, | 


1 
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And while there is ſuch a Being as a Devil in 
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Fit, THE Shame of ſeeing all their dark and wicked 
Deſigus laid open, and. all their miſchievous Plots and 
©onrivances brought to nought. n fer SIT: 
WHEN Men have been forming Deſigns black as Hell, 
and for the ſake of advancing and aggrandizing them- 
5 ſelves, meditating what muſt apparently end in the Loſs 
1 of Religion, of Civil Liberty, and in the utter Ruin of 
1 Multitudes of their Fellꝭ w- Subjects; when they were 
1 earrying on theſe Deſigns / the moſt baſe and ſcanda- 
4 tous Means, by Trick andFalſhoold, by Perjury, Lying, 
1 and Violation of Faith; we muſt ſuppoſe it ſufficient to 
| fill the Abettors of ſuch Deſigns with Shame and Confu- 
fion, to have them diſcover'd and expos d to publick 
View. Some have boaſted concerning their villanous 
Schemes, that they were concerted ſo well, that all the 
[| Devils in Hell could not prevent their Accompliſhment. 
bey ſhould rather have ſaid, would not, becauſe they 
1 were ſo agreeable to the, Powers of Darkneſs : But 
5 Gop has done it in a wonderful Manner, and will, 
we cruſt further expoſe their vile and horrid Inten- 
4 tions and Aims, (in his own Way, and by what In- 
| | — He pleaſes) to their greater Confuſion and 
Wo Mme. . 

1 Serondly, WITH the Shame of being juſtly deprived of 
| any Advantages, and pull'd down from any Poſts of Ho- 
- pour, which they may have poſſeſsd without Merit, and 
often forfeited by their Criminal Practiſes. 

. | as THE Wicked walk on every fide, when the 
1 Pſalm 12. 8. vileſ Men are exalted, ſays the Pſalmiſt; i. e. 


| the moſt Profligate Wretches, who are Ene- 
x mies to Gop, and the People amongit whom they live, 
new themſelves openly, without any Check or Reſtraint ; 
yen, are countenanced and encouraged, when ſome of 
the/worſt of Men are preferr'd to the higheſt Stations. 


The Truth of this has been ſeen in Times ſince thoſe in 
Which the Pfalmiſt liv d: Some of the vileſt Men have 
theen exalted; if Baſeneſs and Ingratitude, if Cruelty and 
Malice, it Fraud and Falſhood, and other odiops Crimes, 
will entitle to that Character. Now when any _ 

+t;s ave 


Frgrog e KIF 


* 
* 


sor er ., Rt ESO0OETSEORSOSD 


- * A 
Ps . 
4 S 4 


Hi Majeſty's CoromaTIon. 23 
have been raiſed without Merit, and have often forfeited 
the Honours they never deſerved, ſhall be publickly difs 
carded, and every one ſee the Reaſon of it, this muſt ex. 
them to the juſt Contempt of every Wiſe and Good 


Thirdly, WITH the Shame, ſometimes, of ſuffering 
Capital Puniſhment for their enormous Crimes. 
II is not the Buſineſs of Private Men to ſa where 
this is due, any further than where the Crimes of thg 
Guilty, and the Laws of the Land, compar'd together. 
ſat tha Matter in an open Light. Good Men will pl 
themſelves rather with wiſhing the Repentance, than the 
feverer Puniſhments of any Delinquent. But I cannos 


34 in Compaſſian ta the Innocent, that the Laws ordain the Guijty | 
to he puniſb d. Nor can it be forgotten, how much Pleaſure / 
2 certain Set of Men were wont to take in threatning the 
greatoft Severities againſt thoſe whom they prov'd no o-. 
therwile guilty than by ſerving their Country, oppoſing 
its Enemies, and adhering to its Laws. I think it was 
the laſt of ane of the vileſt Papers that ever waspubliſh'd, 
(the Author of which ſeems to have been unaccountably 
incouraged) that was very free in inſolent Threa 
of this ſort: But tho! it be no real Diſhonour on Shams, 
to ſuffer unjuſtly in a Good Cauſe, of what Nature ſo e- 
yer the Suffering be; yet the Guilty are certainly olac bea 
with Shame, when ever their villanpus Practices bring them 
to Capital Puniſhment. 1171 1 
— I have gone thraugh what I propoſed from the 
Xe, 9. 1.19. NI . | | | 
-WHAT we have heard may further confirm and illu« 
ſtrate che Pſalmiſt's Aſſertion, That whoſo is wiſe and 


will obſerve theſe things, even they (hall underſtand tha dung 


Kindneſs of the Loxp. , This ſhould therefore quicken _ 
and engage us to a diligent attending to the Conduct of * 

Gov, in the Courſe of his Providence z-anda-oheartul 
adoring thoſe Perfections of his Nature that are fo bright- 
ly diſplay'd in his Government of the World. This 
ſhould excite and attract our Souls to the Loving 1 


forbear to abſerve what was lately ſaid to the King, that In *F®# 
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Magnifying Gov, who ordained a Lamp for 69 00 
provided ſuch a Succeſſor, and has given us great Fe 
ragement to hope, that theCrown ſhall flouriſh on his N 

while the Enemies of his Government are clothed aid 
Shame, inſtead of Rejoicing in the Completion of chan 
black Deſigns, which they ſeem'd ſo confident of. 

LET us be careful to walk worthy of this Gop, at 
his Goodneſs to us, that. we being deliver'd out of the Haus 
of our Enemies, may ſerve bim without Fear, in Holineſs: 
and Rig brebuſneſ. s before him all the Days of our Livet. THE 


may we comfortably expect to reap the Fruits of the Di⸗ 


vine Benignity and Favour, waiting till Gop, in whoſe 


there, ſhall give Opportunity and Inclination where He 
repoſes the Power, to remove whatever Grievances may 

feed our Animoſities, and foment Diviſions amongſt Chri- 
ſtians embark'd in the ſame Cauſe ; and ſo weakning the 
Proteſtant: Intereſt, at a Time when the Popiſh Powers 


WE will humbly hope for theſe tings from the Fa- 
your and Goodneſs of Gop ; while with Pleaſure we re- 
fle& on-our firm and ſtedfaſt Adherence to the Laws, and 
to the true Intereſt of our Country ; and particularly to 
thoſe Laws which eſtabliſh*d the Proteſtant Succeſſion: 
And that when we were actually feeling ſome Hardſhips 
for this, and foreſaw further Evils coming upon us, had 
not Gop interpoſed to prevent them. It is no ſmall Sa- 
tisfaction to us to find it recorded, by ſo many Wiſe and 
Great. Men, of the higheſt Orders, and exalted to the 
moſt important Truſts in the Nation, that it was not pre- 
tended, that the greateſt Severity we have yet ſuffer'd un- 
der, was deſign d as a Puniſhment of any Crime which the 
Proteſtant. Diſſenters had been guilty of againſt the. Civil Go- 
vernment, or that they were 475 ffeited to the Proteſt ant Succeſ- 
fron, as by Law eſtabliſh'd ; fer in this (ſay thoſe nne Pa- 
trio their Zeal very conſpicuous 
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